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trial prisoner costs Rs. 30 a month. Expenditure on this account is thus likely to conie to Rs. 18 lakhs a year. It is said that the police are responsible to a certain extent for the delays, because, on occasion, witnesses are not produced, and, sometimes, prisoners are not challaned for long periods. Once, however, a man has been produced before a Judicial officer, he is in his custody and it becomes his responsibility to see to his proper disposal Justice delayed is justice defeated, and, although it be the fault of the police, in the first instance, it is the judicial officer's duty, in our view, to take steps, by urging Government and otherwise, to see that the police error is promptly rectified. The ultimate responsibility, if people are kept in jail for long periods without trial, must rest upon the Judiciary.
The quality of the work done would also seem to leave much to be desired, judging from the statements in the" latest Administration Report of 1358 F., that " in regular civil appeals, 30% of the judgments of the subordinate courts were approved, and 10% of appeals were allowed/' and that " in criminal appeals, 80% of the judgments of lower courts were confirmed,, 37% reversed, 6% modified and 3% remanded for further enquiry and the rest comprise those where the accused died, escaped, etc. "
The Administration, Report also shows that, of the High Court Judges, the only ones who toured were the two incumbents of the Chief Justice's appointment, each of whom spent 5 days outside headquarters. In the circumstances of Hyderabad^ very much more vigorous inspection seems to be necessary. This Judiciary being completely separate, the only authority with power to see that the subordinate judicial officers do their work as they should, is the High Court. Along with that power, also goes that responsibility. We would, with due deference, urge that the practice followed in certain Indian States of a senior Judge touring a week at a time to inspect the Courts of each district be followed, so that, in the course of the year, all the districts can be inspected at least once* If the Chief Justice and 3 senior Judges shure this work,' it is not likely to involve more than a month's touring per Judge, and would have a very salutary effect on the District and Taluqa Courts.
Examining the list of work of the various Munsiffs*
Courts, we find about 40 in which there are less than 500